Musikahan Sa Tagum’s HIMIG HANDOG Choral Competition
A choral competition and concert-series participated by the best school or community based choirs from all over the country and from some parts of the world, showcasing their mastery of the craft and aspiring for international standards of excellence in performance with the end view of proving that indeed --- “music, as a universal language, can be an effective instrument for global solidarity and harmonious co-existence of peoples from diverse cultures”. The Musical Event is comprised of two levels of performance, as follows:

a) HIMIG HANDOG Open Competition
Designed as the first level to showcase the Choir’s proven prowess as well as their mastery in harmony and confidence in delivery, this competition will be carried out in 3 categories and open to all amateur choirs from all over the country. This event offers an opportunity for them to be part of a prestigious event that employs an international standard of evaluating their levels of excellence – no matter whether the group is experienced or whether they have never before performed on an international stage. The competition requires the performance of two choral pieces --- a compulsory piece (provided by the organizers) and a sidepiece in any music genre chosen by each of the competing groups.
A body of five (5) international adjudicators who applies a renowned evaluation system shall evaluate the Choral performances. The declared best Choirs will be awarded a bronze, silver or gold diploma and other prizes. Those who achieve highest score will be entitled to participate directly into the next level, which is the Musikahan sa Tagum’s Choral Champions Competition! 
b) MUSIKAHAN SA TAGUM’S CHORAL CHAMPION’S Competition
The next level of Choral Competition is the honors-class competition designed for those who have been Grand Winners in previous Musikahan Sa Tagum Himig-Handog Competitions (2006 to 2011) and for those who already gained international competition experience - who either participated and won or have gained high ranking in an international choral competition before. This is also open for the officially invited Choirs from other countries.
A panel of seven (7) international adjudicators shall judge the Champions’ performances and the best competing choirs will be awarded  with either a “Gold Nomination” or a “Platinum Nomination”. The Choir with the highest number of nominations for each four categories shall be declared as the Musikahan sa Tagum 2012 Himig-Handog Grand Prize Winner. 
Thus the 2012 Musikahan Grand Prize Challenge: join the best among the amateur or champion in the world and showcase your musical and artistic skills in 4 choir music categories or musical genre and take home the Grand Prize of Two Hundred Thousand Pesos  (P200, 000.00) in cash.
Date of Competitions:


a) Himig Handog Open Competition:

February 23, 2012, AM (Children’s Category)





February 23, 2012, PM (Youth Category)





February 23, 2011, PM (Adult Category)

b) Musikahan Choral Champions Competition:
February 24, 2012 PM (Traditional, Folk or Country Music)








February 24, 2012 PM (Spiritual, Sacred or Gospel Music)








February 25, 2012 PM (Grand Champions Marathon)
Competition Categories:

Himig-Handog Open Competition 
1.     
Children’s Choirs (8-14 years) 
2-A 
Youth Choirs of Equal Voices, girls (12-21 years) and boys (14-22 years) 
2-B 
Mixed Youth Choirs, girls, boys and young men (12-22 years) 
3     
Mixed Choirs, Mixed Chamber Choirs and Vocal Ensembles  (from age of 16 years) 
Musikahan Champion Competition 
1 Children`s Choirs (8-14 years) 

2 Youth Choirs (Mixed or Choirs of Equal Voices ages12-22 years) 

3 Mixed Choirs, Mixed Chamber Choirs and Vocal Ensembles (from age of 16 years) 
For the second level Competition, all the above Choirs are required to perform the following Choral pieces:

a) FOLK OR TRADITIONAL COUNTRY MUSIC


b) POP, JAZZ or MODERN MUSIC


c) SACRED / SPIRITUAL / GOSPEL MUSIC


d) WORKS OF FILIPINO NATIONAL ARTISTS in MUSIC OR FOREIGN CLASSIC COMPOSER (c. before 1900)

Compulsory Pieces:
1) Children’s Category:    Ang Lahi Ko’y Dakila by Felipe P. de Leon

2) Youth Category A & B: Obar Obar A Tambis (Maranao Folk Song) 






Adapted and Arranged by Frank Englis

3) Adult Category:            Mamayog Akun (Muslim Folksong) by Fabian Obispo
Copies of the above-mentioned compulsory or contest pieces (with SSA and TTB arrangements) can be accessed by all registered participating groups (inquire from the Secretariat). All groups are required to submit to the Secretariat five (5) copies of their notated sidepieces for the Open Category and eight (8) copies for the Champion Category not later than February 12, 2012.
Guidelines for Himig-Handog Open Competition 
[image: image1.png]REQUIRED MUSIC GENRE FOR

PERFORMANCE OF QUALIFIED CHOIRS Pure Singing Time Compulsory  Side Piece # of Pieces with
IN ALL AGE-RANGE CATEGORIES (in Minutes) Piece Own Choice Accompaniment
LEVEL 1: FOLK OR TRADITIONAL COUNTRY MUSIC 15 - 2 2
LEVEL 2: POP, JAZZ or MODERN MUSIC 15 - 2 2
LEVEL 3: SACRED / SPIRITUAL / GOSPEL MUSIC 15 - 2 1
LEVEL 4: WORKS OF FILIPINO NATIONAL ARTISTS 15 1 1 1

(c. -1950) OR FOREIGN COMPOSER (C.<1900)




Guidelines for Musikahan Champion Competition 
[image: image2.png]Category Age Range Minimum # of Pure Singing Time Compulsory Side Piece # of Pieces with

Singers (in Minutes) Piece  Own Choice Accompaniment
Children's choir 8to 16 15 15 1 1 1
Youth Choir - A 12 to 24 20 15 1 1 1
Youth Choir - B 12 to 24 20 15 1 1 1
1 2 1

Mixed Choirs 16 above 20 20




Prizes: 

Himig-Handog Open Competition: 

Certificate or Diploma








Bronze, Silver and Gold Medals (for the Winners)








Cash of 10,000.00 for the Best Choir for each Category

Musikahan Champion Competition :
Platinum and/or Gold Nominations (for each Category)








Cash of P200, 000.00 for the Grand Winner

Other Privileges and Concert-Performance:
All participating Choirs may opt to join the “Qualification-cum-Coaching Sessions” to be handled by the Jurors prior to the scheduled performance to get advise on the highest strengths and potentials;

All conductors or trainers of the participating choirs may also join the special workshop sessions-cum-music conference, which will be scheduled during the Festival;

All participating Choirs are asked to join the Celebratory Concerts and Outreach Performances within the region.
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